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DEAD ON CUE
Dramatis Personae
THE VICTIM - MARCIA FITZWILLIAM

Age 48. The only child of wealthy parents who died in a fire in 1992, Marcia inherited over £5 million; her total worth is now estimated at over £8 million. A fully qualified chartered accountant, she owned her own firm in Bristol. Marcia met Grant in London in 1988 and, after a whirlwind courtship, married him six months later, against the opposition of her father who demanded Grant sign a pre-nuptial agreement before the wedding. Marcia and Grant have no children. 

Marcia joined Wye Valley Drama Group in 2010, quickly progressing to lead roles. She had planned to take over as chairman of the society at the forthcoming AGM. Spoilt and demanding, Marcia was used to getting her own way and liked to be in control. 

THE SUSPECTS

Grant Fitzwilliam - Husband 

Age 52. Grant attended the London Academy of Music and Dramatic Arts where he trained as an actor. Work was difficult to find, but Grant was adept at appearing successful. All financial pressure was lifted upon meeting and marrying Marcia. Since then he has kept up the pretence of a professional career, but with only sporadic employment has settled for a life of leisure at Marcia's expense. 

Grant joined Wye Valley Drama Group in 2008 and has played many lead roles with them as an amateur. 

Grant is known for having an eye for the ladies. 

Vivien Larson - Actress 
Age 50. After university she joined South Wales Echo as a junior reporter, and is now a senior reporter with the Western Morning News. Clever and ambitious, she is hoping to move to London to work on one of the dailies. 

Vivien joined Wye Valley Drama Group in 2006; she is a good actress and has played many lead roles for the society. Vivien has had two serious relationships in the past, but the last one ended a year ago. She lives alone in a flat in Cardiff. 
Grace Follett - Wardrobe Mistress 

Age 63. On leaving school Grace joined the civil service where she met her first husband, John Roberts, a car mechanic. They married in 1972, but unfortunately the marriage ran into difficulties and they divorced in 1983. In 1993 she met and married Clive Follett. only realising later that he was an alcoholic. They divorced in 1998. Grace lives alone in Shirenewton. 

Grace joined Wye Valley Drama Group in 1981, acting in many plays over the years. For the last 10 years she has served as wardrobe mistress. She is a close and loyal friend of Ursula. Sympathetic and kind, she also has an eye for gossip and little escapes her sharp eyes. 

Ursula Conway - Director and Chairman 

Age 61. Married local solicitor Edward Conway in 1973. She has 3 children, all now grown up and living away; unfortunately she has little contact with them now. Her husband died of a heart attack 5 years ago. Although comfortably placed she is lonely. 

She devotes the majority of her time and energy running Wye Valley Drama Group. Autocratic and energetic, Ursula does not suffer fools gladly. She is a close and loyal friend of both Grace Follett and George Weldon. 

George Weldon - Stage Manager 

Age 55. The local dentist. He set up practice on his own in 1994 (by way of a large bank loan) but, remaining true to the principals of the NHS, has declined to go private. He has 2 grown up children, but the eldest, Frank, remains living at home, unemployed and supported by his parents. Margery, his wife, has been ill during 2012 and is only now recovering slowly. 

George and Margery joined Wye Valley Drama Group in 1985, mainly helping backstage. George became treasurer of the society in 2000 and is meticulous in the presentation of the audited accounts. George and Margery have been long time friends of Ursula. George is a fine pianist. 
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Dave Cummins - Lighting 
Age 31. Dave moved to Chepstow on his marriage to Jenny in 2003. They have 2 children, the eldest, Verity, has been very poorly over the last 6 weeks. 

After leaving school at 16, Dave became a postman based in Caldicot. Over the last few years Dave has also been a jobbing gardener and now.only works part-time as a postman. He works as a gardener for Marcia and Grant Fitzwilliam. 

Dave joined Wye Valley Drama Group in 2007 doing bit parts. For the last 2 years he has been in charge of lighting. 

Cherry Dexter - Prompt 

Age 36. Cherry met her husband Mike Dexter at Bath University. They both went into teaching and moved to Monmouth in 2004 when Mike was appointed Head of English at Monmouth School. They have one child, Charlotte age 6. 

Cherry joined Wye Valley Drama Group 6 years ago not long after her daughter was born. She forged a friendship with Marcia when Marcia joined the society. 

Cherry enjoys gossip and generally likes to pretend she knows more than she does. She is prepared to act as Marcia's lap dog for the kudos her friendship brings. 

